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`Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪           610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
February 25, 2014 

 
Supervisors Present: Rob Zisko, Dave Long, Karen Bedics, Volker Oakey and John Oehler 
Also present: Terry Clemons, Esq. (Township Solicitor), Bob Wynn P.E. (Township Engineer), Chief Michael McDonald, 
David Nyman (Interim Township Manager) and Jason Wager (Secretary/Treasurer) 
 
Chairperson Zisko called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mr. Zisko announced 
that the Board held an Executive Session prior to tonight’s meeting to discuss real estate and on February 24th to discuss 
personnel matters. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Oehler moved to accept the December 10, 2013 minutes as presented.  Mr. Oakey seconded; the motion passed, with 
Ms. Bedics abstaining for not being in attendance at that meeting. 
 
Mr. Oehler moved to accept the January 28, 2014 minutes as presented as edited.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion 
passed unanimously.   
 

Approval of Bills List 
 
Ms. Bedics moved to approve the following bills paid from January 24 to February 21, 2014: 
  

1. General Fund   4. Subdivision & Escrow     
 2. Liquid Fuels  5. Street Light                
 3. Open Space     
 
Mr. Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Road Department (posted) – Mr. Nyman reviewed the 12/24 – 2/20/2014 Road Department report.  The Road Department 
performed 183 hours of road maintenance, 334 hours of equipment maintenance, 21 hours of building maintenance, 29 
hours of sign maintenance, 1,136 hours of winter maintenance and 34 hours of paperwork during this period.  It was noted 
how the recent storms have impacted both the equipment and men.  Chief McDonald suggested providing them with some 
type of sleeping provisions so the crew would not be sleeping in their vehicles over night during storms.  The Board 
expressed its appreciation for the efforts of the Road Department during the past months storms. 
 
Police Department –   Chief McDonald discussed his report from January 2014.  There were 140 calls for service with 14 
reportable traffic crashes.  The State Police handled 11 of those calls for service with 5 traffic crashes. 
 
Chief reported that the D.A.R.E. program has been successfully brought back to Springfield Elementary. Officer Terry 
Hammerstone from North Wales Borough Police Department will assist the department and the program will start around 
the second week of April.  The yearly mandatory updates for law enforcement officers has been completed by the 
department.  Chief also reported that the new part-time secretary is working out well and that new electronic door locks 
have been installed on the Police Department doors. 
 

$   1,864.83 
$     539.93 
 

$   65,763.36 
$     4,800.00 
$     2,852.25  
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Chief noted that a Drug Take Back event is scheduled for April 26, 2014 at Springfield Elementary. 
  
Treasurer Report – Jason Wager reported on the budget performance through February 21, 2014.  EIT revenue was down 
32.7% from 2013 at $74,668.  Real Estate Transfer revenue was down 24.5% from last year and Real Estate and 
Delinquent Real Estate tax was up 10.4% from 2013.  Zoning Permits were down 76.1% from 2013 at $2,476.  Total 
revenue year to date was $120,353, which is down 26.2% from last year.  Total expenses were $242,573, which is up 
10.9% from 2013.  The Township net income was a negative $122,219 putting the Township compared to a negative 
$55,819 last year.  He stated the Reserve was currently at $288,878.39, down $81,543.48 from the beginning year balance. 

 
Mr. Wager noted the yearly audit was basically completed by Hutchinson, Gilihan and Freeh with no major findings reported 
yet. 
 
Interim Township Manager/Zoning – David Nyman reported that he and Mr. Long met with Bucks County Open Space 
officials to discuss the BCMOSP funding.  He feels with the recent change by the State in regard to use of local Open 
Space funds, the Township will most likely have to use Open Space funds to match the grant. 
 
Mr. Nyman suggested that a procedure be implemented regarding closing the administrative office for emergencies such as 
our recent snow storms such as posting the closing on the website, sending an email blast and automatically cancelling any 
meeting scheduled. 
 
Mr. Nyman reminded the Board that nine applications have been received for the five member Parks & Recreation 
Committee and that the Board should consider setting time aside prior to one its upcoming meetings to interview the 
candidates. 
 
Mr. Nyman updated the residents on the manager search noting that the Board had spent three evenings interviewing 
candidates and have reached unanimous consensus on a candidate whom with we shall be working to reach an 
employment agreement. 
 
In January, 1 Use & Occupancy resale inspection was conducted and a total of 16 permits for $1,942 was received. 
 
Mr. Nyman requested an Executive Session immediately following the meeting to discuss personnel. 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items   
 
Ms. Barbara Lindtner, 2184 Springhouse Lane, asked about the status of the recycling grant program approved at the last 
meeting.  Mr. Nyman indicated that the consultant was gathering the information to be submitted. 
 

Governmental Matters 
 

Open Space issues – No issues were discussed. 
 

Planning Matters   
 
Ms. Bedics suggested requesting a proposal from the Bucks County Planning Commission to serve as a consultant to work 
with the Planning Commission to amend the Township’s Comprehensive Plan.  The consensus of the Board was to contact 
Bucks County as proposed. 
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Old Business 
 

PIB Loan Authorization – Mr. Oehler moved to adopt Resolution 2014-04 authorizing the Township to enter into a loan 
agreement with the Pennsylvania Infrastructure Bank and authorize the Chairman to sign PIB loan documents. Mr. Long 
seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

New Business 
 

(1)  Plumstead Township – Mr. Zisko moved to permit Plumstead Township to use the Springtown Fire Police for 
their annual Groveland 5K run on March 8. Mr. Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
(2)  Emergency Management Plan Promulgation – Ms. Bedics moved to adopt Resolution 2014-02, the updated 

Springfield Township Emergency Management Plan . Mr. Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
(3)  Ag Security Applications – Mr. Clemons opened the public hearing and reviewed all of the documentation 

indicating recommended approval of these applications.  With no public comment, the hearing was closed.  Mr. 
Long moved to adopt Resolution 2014-03 adding TMP #’s 42-012-070,42-020-032 and 42-005-098 to the 
Springfield Township Agricultural Security Area.  Mr. Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
(4)  Board of Assessment Appeal Notification – Mr. Oehler moved to authorize the Township Solicitor to enter our 

appearance to protect our interest in the announced Assessment appeal for the Piccolo for TMP# 42-005-088-001, 
including a statement of non-participation.  Ms. Bedics seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Correspondence 

 
Mr. Nyman reviewed all correspondence to the Board including a memorandum from BCPC, Springtown Volunteer Fire 
Company January 2014 report and an extension for the Shimp Subdivision application to April 1, 2014. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Township resident Barbara Lindtner, 2184 Springhouse Lane, requested clarification of the status of matching funds for the 
Peppermint Park grant.  Mr. Nyman indicated that we would attempt to use Township Open Space funds under the 
provisions of the recently amended State Open Space Act.  Mr. Long and Mr. Clemons clarified that we need to do further 
research to clarify what portions of those funds might be available. 
 

Supervisor Comments  
 

Ms. Bedics asked if we have contacted PennDOT regarding the pothole problems and Mr. Nyman assured her that we 
contact them daily and they respond that they are working on it.  She advised that the new Transportation Bill allowed 
Counties to implement a $5 fee onto vehicle registrations for use in bridge and road repairs and did the Board want to weigh 
in on that to the County Commissioners.  The consensus of the Board was to take no action.  Finally, she mentioned the 
recently enacted legislation to require carbon monoxide monitors in new construction and it was clarified that that legislation 
affected new multi-family construction. 
 
Mr. Long shared information he had garnered as he attended the BCATO convention this past Saturday.  He noted a very 
informative discussion regarding Pension plans and municipal pension committees, suggesting that committees include an 
elected official, the municipal manager and at least one knowledgeable resident and that RFPs to evaluate consultants be 
requested every 3 to 5 years.   
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Adjournment 
 

At 8:29 p.m., Mr.  Long  moved to adjourn the meeting into Executive Session.  Mr. Zisko seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  March 11, 2014   
Approved:  March 11, 2014 

 


